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existing at the present time might be re-
con ciled.

Ron. G. Potter: I think the Engineer-in-
Chief has considered the financial aspect.

Hon. A. BURVILL: The Bill could well
be deferred until next session. I would like
to know from the Chief Secretary whether
he would agree to a clause being inserted to
prevent anything being done beyond the re-
sumption of the land. In any case, the con-
flicting statements that have been made
should be cleared up so that the laymen in
Parliament might know exactly whore they
are. I cannot say at this stage whether I
shall or shall not support the Bill. There
is a good deal involved in it, and the House
should consider the measure seriously.

On motion by Hon. H. A. Stephenson,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.3 p.m.

Wednesday, 7th December, 1927.
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The SPEAKCER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-VERMIN ACT, KANGA-
ROOS.

Mr. LAMONm aclced Hon. H Millington
(Honorary Minister) : 1. Ts he Aware (A)
that in certain districts plain bainenroos have
been declared vermin and bonuses are being

paid for their destruction; (b) that in the
same districts royalty is collected on kangaroo
skins? 2, In view of this will he favourably
consider the removal of this anomaly and
provide greater inducement to kangaroo
shooters by abolishing the royalty collected
by the Government on kangaroo skins in
districts where such animals have been de-
dlared vermin?

Hon. H. MILLINGTfON replied: 1, (a)
In only one district, namely West ]{imber-
ely, have kangaroos been declared vermin;
(b) the majority of kangaroos in this dis-
trict are the species MW. Agilis (toast wal-
laby), or Mv. Robusta (euro), and royalty
is not collected on the skins. 2, The royalty
on the species M. Rufus (red kangaroo) is
twopence per skin, and as the skins are
worth at least 3s. per lb., it is not considered
that this small amount will prov'e a deter-
rent to hunters.

QUESTION-HOSPITALS, GROCERY
SUPPLIES.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Health: 1 Hlow are groceries supplied to
hospitals at Broome, Derby, and Wyndham?
2, If by contract, when were the last tenders
called? 3, flow were tenders advertised?

The MIISTER FOR HEALTH replied
1, At Broomie and Derby groceries are pur-
chased locally. For Wyndhamu Hospital,
groceries are purchased by the Government
Stores Department and forwarded. 2, At
B~roome, quotations from various traders
are obtained every month. At Derby, only
one firm will tender; the other declines to
do so. Goods are purchased, as necessary,
at best prices offering. 3, forns of quota-
tions are issued.

QUESTION-ROAD CONSTRUCTION.

Cost of Canning Road.,

Hon. G. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Works: What is the amount of money sp~ent
on the Cnning-Fremantle Road, from'the
1st Jannary to the 31st October, 1927, under
the Federal Aid Reads Act?

Hon. J. CFUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister), for the Minister for Works
replied: The construction of the Can-
ninir-Fretinfle read was commenced in
.Tine lost, and uip to the 31st October, 1927,
an amount of £5.944 s. 7d. had been &x-
pended thereon. The work is not charge-
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able to Federal Aid Roads, but to special
provision on the Loan Section of the Works
Department's Estimates.

QUESTION-POICE ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

Hlon. G. TAYLOR (without notice) asked
the Premier: Is it the intention of the Pre-
mier to give the House an opportunity to
further discuss the, Police Act Amendment
Bill this session'?

The PREMIER replied: It will depend
on the progress of business and the number
of messages received from another place
whether time will permit of further discus.
ing this Order of the Day.

BILLr-EMPLOYMENT BROKERS' ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it hbad arced to the
Bill, subject to a schedule of amendments.

BILL--STATE CHILDREN ACT AM[END-
MENT.

Council's Further Meassage- oaf erence

Message received from the Council noti-
fying that it had agreed to the Assembly's
request for a conference. and fixed the time
at 4.45 p.m. and the place as the President's
room.

On motion by the Minister for Health,
MrS. North was appointed as substitute for
Mr. Davy, one of the Assembly's managers.

BILL-AUDIT ACT AMENqDMENT.
Request for Conference.

Message received from the Council re-
questing thie Assembly to grant a conference
on the Council's amendment.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the request be granted, that the man-

agers for tbe Assembly be the Leader of the
Opposition. the Minister for Railways, and the
mover, ind that the conference be held at 7.30
p.m. in the Speaker's room.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspiended from 4.45 to 5.45 p.m-

BILL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conference Jlanagers' Report.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hu.
S. W. Munsie-tlannans) [5,45]: 1 have to
report that the managers have met, and
agreed that the amendment made by the
Legislative C'oun cil be amnended by the in-
sertion after the word "may," in line 5 of
[lie proposedl nkew Section 147a, of the
wojrds "with the consent of the secretary of
the department," and that the propoed
new section, as amended, be agreed to.
mnove-

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, the report
adopted, and a nie&-age accoi-dingly trans-
mitted to the Council.

BILL-HOSPITALS.
Council's Amendments&

Message fromt the Council, notifying that
it h-ad agreed to the Bill, subject to a
schtdule of eighit amendments, now con-
sidered:

its Committee.

iir. LLtCy in the Chair;- the Minister for
liealth in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.-Clause 27: Delete this clause and
insert a new clause in lieu thereof as fol-
lows :-" Power of local authorities to e x-
pend revenues on, and borrow money for,
public hospitals. 27. (1) A local authority
shall have power to expend and apply or,
with the approval of the Minister, to give
a binding undertaking to expend and apply
for any number of years any portion of its
general rate in subsidising any hospital
scheme, and in or towards the construction
or acquisition, establishment, and mainten-
ance of any public hospital, and in sub-
sidising any district nursing scheme, and11
in contribu ting towards a subsidy or pro-
viding a subsidy to secure the services of a
medical practitioner, and the powers of its
local government Act shall be deemed to be
extended accordingly: Provided that no
such undertaking as aforesaid shall -be
valid in so far as it purports to bind the
local authority to expend or apply in any
year a sum exceeding ten per cenittm of the
average annual amount received by it front
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general rates during the last two financial
years preceding the year in Which the
undertaking was given, but so that no such
sum shall exceed in any year the sum of
live hiundred pounds. Provided also, that
no such agreement shall have effect for
more titan ive years, but any such agree-
ment may be renewed during the lust year
thereof (with or without miodification)
from time to time for any period not exceed-
ing live years. (2) It shall be lawful for
any local authority to borrow money for all
or any of the following objects, that is to
say-the construction, enlargement, iin-
provement, and equipment of any hospital
Within the area of such local authority, and!
such objects shall be deemied to be works
and undertakings within the mecaning of
Fart XXIV. of the Muniicipal Corporations
Act, 1906, and Part VII. of the Road Dis-
tricts Act, 1919, as though the same had
been included therein respectively, and the
powers and provisions contained in the said
respective Acts relating to tihe borrowing
of money shall apply to the objects above-
mentioned. (3) It shall not be lawful for
any local authority to make any contrihui-
tion under this section, whether out of
revenue or loan mtoneys, towards the capital
cost of the construction, enlargement, ima-
provemient or equipment of a hospital un-
less the Minister shall have previoucly
given a valid undertaking to provide at
least one-half of such capital cost. (4 ) The
provisions of this section are wvithout pre-
Judice to any power vested in a local
authority hy or uinder its local government
Act."

The MINI STER FOR HEALTH : I
move-

That thre amendmient be agreed to.

There is very little difference between this
and the clause as agreed to in this Clam-
her. The Council have merely stipulated
that the Government must contrihute their
50 per cent., and were not prepared to
accept the word of the Government that
this wvas their policy. The department has
been consulted and so have the Crown Law
authorities. Other than this there is
practically' no alteration in the principle
embodied in the clause.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Members
should have an opportunity of comparing
this amendment with the clause as it
passed through our hands. The local

authorities have already more than they
can do to maintain their roads, and the
Governmuent should do all that is necessary
in connection with hospitals.

The Minister for Health: There is no
compulsion about this.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I object
to the local authorities being saddled wvith
a responsibility that belongs to the Govern-
nient.

The Minister for Health: This only gives
local authorities the right to contribute if
they so desire. Some are doing so alread'y.

Hon. Sir JTAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister should encourage the local authorities
to obey the law of the land.

The Minister for Health: When they are
doing a good thing I encourage them to go
on doing it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They v r
doing an illegal thing. They might soon !he
asked to maintain the schools or the police
in their district. If the amount is to be
limited to £500, the local authority with a
large revenue will get off more lightly titan
the one with a small revenue.

The Minister for Health: Do you think,
every hqeal authority will contribute £509?
It is optional whether anything is con-
tributed.

Eon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: It is not
optional in the case of the ratepayers, who
wvill not he asked whether or not they are
willing that this money should he con-
tributed. Ten per cent, of the revenue is
at considerable portion of the income of any
local authority.

The 'Minister for Health: Any way,. it is
tip to Northern to do something for its own
hospital.

Hon. Sir JAMES ITCHELL: I believe
(leraldton has had about £2,000 of Govern-
ment money.

The Miinister for Health: And Northamn
has had about £13,000 altogether.

Hon. Sir JAMES M.%TTCTIELL: Northam,
in fact, contributed very largely to the erec-
tion of the town's hospital. The Govern-
ment exact high taxation from the people,
and yet the Minister for Mines considers
that a great deal may be demanded from
them in such respects as, for example, this
Bill proposes. I hold that the Council
passes too much legislation: I wish the other
place would reject more Bills. If the paper
now placed before us had been distributed
earlier, we could have given it closer study.
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The CHAIRMAN: The copies have only
just been typed.

Rion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, Sir.
I am only censuring the Minister, who might
have waited uantil after tea to bring on this
discussion.

The Minister for Mines: I am quite
'willing to postpone the discussion.

Hon. Sir JAMVES MITCHELL: Suppose
we report progress.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move-

That progress be reported, and leave given
to sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
that we should-

The CHAIRM1AN: Please let me put the
motion for progress.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:- I can object to
the postponement of the discussion. The
Bill has been freely discussed. I wish to
inform the Opposition Leadr-

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow dis-
cussion on a motion to report progress.

Hion. W. D. JOHNSON: But I can state
reasons why there is no need to report pro-
gress. The Bill has been the subject of a
conference in another place.

Hon. G. Taylor: That makes no differ-
ence.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: Mr. Lovekin, a
reeogpiwd leader of political thought-

Hon. 0- Taylor: You hive got hold of
the wrong Bill.

lion. W. D. JOHN SON- No. M1r. Love-
kin has had a conference -with departmental
officers, and as a result of that conference
he has made certain recommendations, as
the result of which the Chief Secretary 'has
moved an amendment- 1I hen we realise
that Mr. Lovein-

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow this
diseussion.

Motion (progress) arced to.

BIlL-STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council -received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
recommendations of the Conference man-
agerS.

BILL--PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES ACT AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier, and read
first time.

Message.
Message from the Governor received an(

read recommending appropriation for thi
purpose of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [6.7] in moving the second readinh
said: This Bill is really to correct what I
may describe as an anomaly that arose it
1919. For many years prior to that period
there had been a certain marginal difference
between the allowvances to private membere
and those to the Speaker, the President of
the Council, and the two re,4peetive Chair-
men of Committees. In the days when the
annual allowance to privatte members was
£200, the allowance to the Speaker was
£600. The marginal difference betwveen the
allowance to members and that to the
Speaker was £C400. And similarly as re-
gards the President. At that time there was
also a difference of £200 between the allow-
ance to the Chairmen of Committees and that
to private members. But upon the allow-
ance to private members being increased by
£100 a year in 1919, that increase was not
applied to the other four positions, and thus
the margin between private membemq and
the Speaker, the President, and the Chair-
men of Committees was diminished, in the
former two cases by £300 and in the latter
two by £100. The B-Ill proposes to restore
the margin which existed prior to 1919. It
will do so by increasing the allowance to
the four positions by £1.00 annually. It was
not, I believe, intended at the time that the
margin should be reduced; probably the
reduction came about through an oversight
I am of opinion that the former relation
should be restored, and the measure seeks
to do that, I move--

Tlnit the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [6.9] 1 support the Bill with great
satisfaction. It is due to en act of mine
that the marginal differencee was reduced.
The Premier is quitr- right in asking the
House to agree to the measure and thus
restore the original difference, which should

2454



[7 Dzcznna, 1927.],15

.always have existed and should still obtain.
It is with a great deal of pleasure I support
the Bill, and I hope it will be carried.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through Comnmittee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Rend a third time,. and transmitted to the
Council.

Sitting suspended torn 6.15 to 8.15 p.m.

BIL-AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT.
Conference Managers' Report.

The PREMIER: I desire to report that
the conference of managers agreed to ad-
journ and to report to the House to-mor-
row.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: Will that enable the
House to continue transacting businessf'
It is a moot point. The managers have to
report.

Mr. Corboy: Well, don't raise the point.
The Preminr: We have reported.
Hon. G. Taylor: But you have adjournedt.
Mr. SPEAKER: I think that the House

should be asked to adopt the report, and
then they would agree to the adjournmen!

The PREMIER: Ts it necessary for me
to move for the adoption of the report I
have made?

Mr. SPEAKER:- Yes.
The PREMIER: Then I move--

That the report be adopted.
Question put and pas~ed

BMLL-PUBLIC SERVICE cOWmSSION-
ERIS SALARY.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read a

first time.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
purpose of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulderl' [8.20] in moving the second
reading said: This is another Bill to in-
crease a salary. Tts pur-pose is to increase
the salary of the Public Servioe Comiuis-
sioner front 1,000 to £1,250 a year. That
will !bring- the Commissioner's s 'alary into
line with that paid for similar positions
in tim Easterin States. lIn fact in sorte of
tim S'tates the salaries paid are much
liie~r. -[n New South WVales there is a
hoard of t:iree public service commnisqioners,
and their total salaries amount to £5,500.

Hon. Sir James M3itchell: Thait makes it
relatively lighter than oui- own.

The PREMIER: In Queensland the s-al-
ary paid to the Public Service' Commimsioner
is £1,500 and in Victoria the salary is
£1,250. The last increase granted to the
Public Service Commissioner was in -July,
1920, so that he has received no increagse
for the past seven years. There was a re -
classification of the whole of the Public Ser-
vice Iasi year and in most instances the
salaries of officers were increased, partic,
ularly those of the higher paid officiale.
Some of them are now in receipt of a
salary of £61,040. The increase proposed
in the Binl really preserves the margin of
difference between the salaries paid to
other important officers of State and that
of the Public Service Commissioner. Dur-
ing the lest two Years permanent heads of
departments have received an increase of
£60 each year. That has brought their sal-
aries up to £060 and so, in order to preserve
the margin between such offcers. and the
Public Service Commisioner, the salary of
the latter official is now to be increased.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The margin
has to he maintained.

The PREMIER: Yes, especially when it
is remembered that he has received no in-
crease during the past seven years whereas
the reclassification of the Public Service has
resulted in most officers receiving aug-
mented salaries.

Mr. Corboy: Is it retrospective?~

The PREMTER: Not altogether, because
the officers who benefited as the result of
the reclassification have enjoyed their in-
creased salary for a longer period. As a
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matter of fact under the Bill, the Public;
Service Commissioner loses. by six months.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Is the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner here, or is be awvay?

The PREMUIER: He is absent on long
service leave.

Mr. Marshall : You a- not secretly
thrusting this increase upon him!

The PRE31iER: I have not actually got
the Public Service Commissioner's consent,
but I do not anticipate that there will be
any trouble in that direction. The salaries
of other important officers such as the Dirm-
actor of Education and others weiv in-
creased two years ago. The increase pra)-
posed for the Public Service Commnissionc'-
does not go back to that date. It could be
contended that the increase Qhul have bee-x
made last year, and should have applicel
fromn the same date as the increases through-
out the service. I move--

That the Bill be now read a secoad timie.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [8.25]: Certain officials, of who'ai
the Public Service Commissioner' is one,'
have their salaries fixed by statute. The
majority of the public servants have theic
salaries fixed for them on the recoinmen -
dation of the Public Service Commissioner.
It is only right, therefore, that we shonid
increase his salary because those serving
under him have had their salaries increased,
until some of the officials are actually i
receipt of a greeter salary than that pid to
the Public Service Commissioner himself.
It does not mean that we prc inecsing hiis
salary as lbe has not had an increase for
seven years, because a time must come when
the salary paid must stop at a erltainl
figure. We must do our duity by our
officials and I think we have now dealt
with all the officials whose salaries are
limed by statute. I hope the Hfouse will
agree to the Bill because it will merely pre-
serve the mrgin that should exist between
the salaries paid to the Public Service Com-
missioner and other highly paid officials.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-1-Tarro-
gin) (8,27]:- Tf the increased salary is to be
paid, it is not right to date it back to an-
other financial year. Other officials have had
to accept their increases from the time the
Bill was passed.

The Premier; That is not so.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: At any rate, thel
increases were not dated back to the previou
financial year. Now we are dealing with a
official who is away on a year's leave of at
sauce.

The Premier: No, he is on long servic
leave, extending over six months.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: His salary is t
be increased duringy his absence and part o
the increase has to be added to the expendi
tore of the previous financial year. The at
counts for that year closed on the 30th Jun
last. I do not think we should break any o
the regulations under the Public Servie4
Act by agreeing to an increase of salar:
that will extend into the previous finaneja
year, particularly when dealing with the Pub
lic Service Commissioner himself. When w,
consider that the Commissioner is away oT
long service leave-I believe he is a yen
good official, too -I think he is being gener
ously treated particularly when this increasi
is foisted upon him in his absence. I hopi
the Government will not alter the account
of the previous financial year in order t
provide the increase.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Ila Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premider it
charge of thle Bill.

Clause I-agreed to.

Clanse 2-Amnendment of Act No. 22 ol
1920, Sec. 2.

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON: I have already
said that it is wrong to grant an increase thai
will 'have to 4a4e back to the previlous
financial year. I move an amendment-

That in line 7 the word "January" be
struck out. and "July" be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and transmitted to thiE

Council.
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BIL-HOSPITALS.

Council's Amendments.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is of
little use objecting to this methoa of raising
money for hospitals, although if I could suc-
cessfully oppose the amendment I would do
so. We are imposing altogether too many
burdens on the people. I do not know why
they should be called upon to contribute to
the Treasury whenever Ministers like to ask
for a special tax to meet this or that expendi-
ture. The aggregate amount of taxation is
very high and is becoming burdensome and
irritating. People pay land tax possibly to
the Federal Government and to the State
Government, rates to the local authority, a
vermin rate, a special vermin rate, and a
water rate, and now they are to be called,
upon to pay for the upkeep of hospitals. No
board should be permitted to agree to the
charge of 10 per cent, for the upkeep of hos-
pitals unless the system aplhies throughout
the State.

The Minister for Health: If I had in-
cluded that in the Bill you would have ob-
jected to it most strenuously.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
course I wtould.

The Minister for Health: I want to give
the boards the right if they desire to exercise
it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIT OHELL: If the
Minister had sought to compel every hoard
to contribute, his proposal would not have
been passed by either House. Already the peo-
ple are paying taxation for the upkeep of 90
per cent, of the hospital;, and some of them
will now be taxed additionally for the same
purpose. It will be a serious matter for the
road boards because already their funds are
overtaxed for the maintenance of roads,
which, of course, is their special responsi-
bility. Is there to be no end to taxation? Is
not there sufficient unemployment throughout
the State without causing further unemploy-
ment, trouble and annoyance to the people?
The Bill will merely relieve the Government
of a responsibility for which they are col-
lecting taxation.

The Minister for Health: It is remarkable
that you should have been Premier for 51/2
years and failed to stop it.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I did not
propose it.

The Minister for Health: But you knew
that some of the boards were contributing.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I did not
know?

The Minister for Health: Then you did
not know your business.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: You are kicking
against a stone waUl. You cannot do anything
now.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCH-ELL: Why
hotV We can refuse to accept the amend-
ment. Is the member for Guildford prepared
to accede to the dictates of another place
after having so recently objected to doing,
so

Hon. W. D. Johnson : There are special
circumstances in this instance.

lieon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: Yes. The
hon. member wishes to give the Minister
what he wants, no matter how it is done.

The Minister for Health:. A big majority
of the members of this House gave it to me.

H1on, Sir JAMEfS MITCHELL: Then I
hope those members will suiffer for it.

Mr. Chesson: It is optional, and it will
be the fault of the people if they are taxed.

lon. Sir JAMTES MIUTCHELL: Theytwill
not get mnuch opportunity to object. If the
hon. member's eonstituents; are taxed while
people in an adjoining constituency are not
taxed, he will be in a nice fix when it be-
conieq known that the injustien was done
through his vote in this Chamber.

Mr. Chesson: The people themselves will
have the say.

Hon. Sir J.\MPS MITTCHELL:,T No, the.
responsibility rests upon the hon. member,
and lie must face it. I hlope the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. Only a
few days ago, in similar circumstances, we
resented a similar suggestion that came from
another place. We will be stultifying our-
selves by changing our face in a few days.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for West
Perth, who has perused the amendment
carefully, informs me that if a choice had
to he madte be would accept the amendment
now before us.

Mr. Davy: It is better than the old one.
Ron. G. TAYLOR:- I think the hon. mem-

ber was largely influenced by the remarks
of the member for Guildford who told us
that these amendments were the outcome of
a conference between the head of the Medi-
cal Department, hospital reporesentatives and
Mr. Lovekin, and that My, Lovekin bad
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assured another place that the amendment
was flow perfectly in order and of great
value.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: I did not say all
that.

Hon. G. TAYLOR, The hon. member
said he was satisfied that Air. Lovekin was
capable of deciding the hospital policy of
the Government. Will the hon. member
deny that? At any rate, that was the in-
ference. I sin not so sure that Mr. Lovekina
is capable of deciding any part of the
policy of the Government. In any ease, I
am not prepared at any time to accept Mr.
Lovekin as an authority on political ques-
tions. He once imposed on my credulity for
a session or two, but I soon found out that
he was not too reliable and that he was
capable of leading anyone astray.

The Premier: He has, improved quite a
lot since then.

Ron. Gl. TAYLOR: The amendment is
bad, no matter where it came from. Road
boards should not be associated with the
maintenance of hospitals. Their duty is in
connection with roads.

The Alinistcr for Health: This is the only
.State that has not such a law.

Hon. . TAYLOR: The duty of a road
board is not to look after hospitals. It is
absurd to think of it. The Government are
shirking their -responsibility by imposing
this tax upont the ratepayers. It is the func-
tion of the Government to maintain hos-
pitals and the money should come from
general -revenue.

Mr. E. B. JORNSTON: T amn opposed to
the amendment because it is simply another
means of piling up burdens on the people
of the country. Country hospitals should
be erected and maintained on exactly simi-
lar lines as the hospitals in the metropolitan
area- Instead of that we have the position
that if people want a hospital to-day they
are obliged to find half the cost of its erec-
tion, half the cost of its improvement and
now they are to he saddled, without the
ratepayers being consulted, with a big pro-
portion of the cost of maintenance. To-day
the country people pay their fair share to-
wards the upkeep of every hospital and
charitable institution in the metropolitan
area.

The Minister for Health: The metropoli-
tan hospitals eater for thousands of people
from the country.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Considering that
the country people arc the principal rate-

payers, they have an absolute right to ent
the metropolitan hospitals.

The Minister for Health: They do n
contribute very much from Williams-Na
rogin, not a bob.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The people
the country districts have contributed
greater percentage than the people of Ul
metropolitan area.

The Minister for Health: They do ni
contribute anything.

MNr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Figures sbo
that they contribute very considerably. T1
country people have to pay their fair shai
to every metropolitan institution and no
they are to he taxed for the upkeep of tA
local hospitals. Jt is time we had a mwi
comprehiensive hospital measure, so that a
the hospitals in the State may be put onU
one footing. Now the ratepayers are nott
be consulted, and any road board can ta
the rate payers for a period of five year
It is a burden that should not be impose(

Mr. LINDSAY: I intend to support th
amendment. I am rather surprised to hes
some of the speeches that have been mad4
I am one of those who asked the MNinister t
give us this power. Moreover, the powe
sought is already in the Road Districts Act
and I know that that power hm% been exei
cised in Div own electorate for a numbe
of years. It is remarkable that the opposi
tion to the proposal has comne from member
representing those districts where Govern
meat hospitals are establishied. I conside
that all hospitals should be put on an equa
footing. The amendment we are considerinj
is really an improvement on -what is in th
Road Districts Act. In my district we hay,
collected thousands of pounds in the las
few years to erect our hospitals. The roa
boards will not tax the people if they di
not consider it right. If road boards di
something that is not right, the ratepayer
will have the opportunity at the subsequen
election of dealing with the members o'
those boards.

The Minister for Hecalth: It has siwayt
been done.

Mr. LIhU) SAY: T hope it will be con
tinned. Every year in country districts WE
have to raise funds for the hospitals, ani
it is always the same people who do the worl
and the same who pay the money.

Mr. THOMSON: r cannot understan
the opposition to this ela'ase. The memhei
f or Toodyay read a section of the fou
Boards Act giving the boards power to sub.
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sidise hospitals. And they have been doing
it.

The Minister for Hecalthk: But the muni-
cipal authorities have not.

Mr. THOM1SON: Under the Health Act
every local authority may subsidise any hos-
pital, but any expenditure under that sec-
tion shall not exceed 10 per cent, of the
ordinary income of the loc~il authority. The
Council's amendment is a decided improve-
ment on what was previously in the Bill. I
do not think it goes far cunough. It is all
right for those who have Government hos-
pitals in their districts, but in my electorate
we have local committees who administer
the local hospitals.

The Minister for Health: They get a sub-
sidy from the Government._

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, hut they have no
tenure in that respect. I should like to see
in the Bill a provisione that bef ore any local
authority can aiccept responsibility for the
equipment of a hospital, the Government
must provide their quota.

Hon. 0. Taylor: We are going further
than that.

The iMinister for Hlealth: No, there is a
limitation to it.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Perth City Council
could not pay more than £500 per annum,
and Wagin, I suppose, would have to pay
the same.

Mir. THOMSON: I have more confidence
in the local authoritics. I should be sorry
if any country local authority were ready
to accept responsibility for £500 for hos-
pitals.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I regret that we
have not the final records cf what occurred
in another place in the f raming of this
amendment. The amendmet was drafted at
a conference. Mr. Lovekin explained that
they felt it was necessary to consult depart-
mental officers in order to arrive at an un-
derstanding about thia clause

Mr. Davy: That does maot concern us.
Why not deal with the amendment before
us,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: After the con-
ference ait which the departmental officers
were consulted by Mr, Lovekin and others,
a clause was drafted. Then during the dis-
cussion on the clause it was found that it
did not meet with the approval of members
of another place and so it was suggested
that progress be reported. Progress was
reported, e' dently to allow Mr. Lovekin to
again consult with the departmental officers.

Mr. Thonison: You know that this amend-
ment was put in by your own people.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON. No, the Hon-
orary Minister in another place did propose
an amendment, but it was not ialised. Un-
fortunately we have not yet the records of
what occurred.

Mr. Davy: What :records do you mean?
H1on. AV. D. JOHNSZON: "Hansard." We

do not know whethe r the clause was ulti-
mately submitted by Mir. Lovekin or by the
Honorary Minister.

Hon. G. Taylor: So lor-e as it has Mir.
Lovekin's hall-macsk, it must be all right.

lion. WV. D. JOHN&SON: .1r. Lovekin
takes up the position of framing legislation
so that it might meet withI the approval of
the aovernment and this Chamber flow long
are we going to tolerate legislation of this
kind that so directly affects the people not
represented by members of another place?
There are thousands of people who have no
voice in the election of those members.

Mr. Lindsay: Every road board ratepayer
has a vote.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: But there are
thousands of people concerned in our hoe-
pitals who have no ray at all. Legislation
affecting the welfare of the community as a
whole is framed by members who are not
truly representative of the people. We
passed this Bill and sent it to another place,
where it was remodelled, and we find that

in the operation itenihers of another place
consulted departmental otficers.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
not allude to debates in another place.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: It is quite with-
in my province to draw attention to the
method by which the amendment was arrived
at.

The CIhAIRMAN: The hon. member has
been referring to a debate in another place.
Standing Order 127 forbids that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have no desire
to refer to a debate in another place, but
only to what took place there.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the bon. member
to desist.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Surety one is in
order in referring to the methods by which
the amendment was arrived at in another
place.

Mr. BROWN: Mthouwvh the amend-
menit is not just what I desire, still
it is the next best thing. Neverthe-
less, it contains a flaw. There is nothing
binding on a local authority to contribute
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towards a hospital. In the Pingelly district
we collected money for 18 mnonths to pur-
chase a building for a hospital. Still, a
large section of the people were against
having a local hospital, and some of them
are now on the road hoard. If the road
board refuses to contribute towards that
hospital, there will be trouble. It would be
much better if the local authorities ain-
tributed so much of their revenue. Some
road hoards in the southern districts have
an annual revenue of not less than £2,000.
If they gave their full quota it would not
come to more then £200 a year, which none
of them would mniss. The payment of a
Government subsidy would raise the siux
to £400 a year.

Mr. Thomson: But the Government do
not give subsidies.

'Mr. BROWN-\: If road boards gave up
ten per cent. of their revenue each year, no
doubt the Government wvould give a similar
amount. Possibly in some of the old-
established districts the patients would not
use the public hospitals. Although the Bill
does not go far enough, it is the nearest
approach to what is wanted in order to
overcome the hospital difficulty. Pingelly
has just awakened to the fact that it should
have a public hospital. If this Bill is not
carried no doubt repeated requests will he
made to the Government for special grants
for that object. No doubt many people
who 'will use Lbese hospitals will be unable
to contribute anything to their upkeep, bat
we are here in the cause of humanity and

thelp those who cannot help theimselve't.
lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would

be wrong- to relieve the Government of the
payment of hospital subsidieq out of the
revenue already raised, and wrong to im-
pose special taxation of this kind. The
duty fulls upon the Government to see that
the health of the people is safeguarded.
An attempt is now being made to foist that
responsibility upon road boards, which
already have enough burdens of their own
to carry.

The Minister for Health : Every road
board and municipality should contribute
towards their hospital. It is their bounden
duty to do so.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not at
all. It is the policy to shovel the respon-
sibility upon anyone but the Government.
The erection of a hospital is another mat-
ter. We cannot have wonderfully eqnipr ed

hospitals all over the country, but we can.
have enough to supply the needs of the
people. The Minister thinks it would be
quite right for Perth to contribute £-500 to
its hospital, and for Northam and Katan-
ning to contribute a siiuilar amount for
their hospitals. The contribution should
be made one that will fall evenly ur-on
everyone. The rates imposed -upon locll
people wvill have to he increased in order
Ihat the local authority may find this extra
mnoney, and in that way the burden upon
the people will be increased. I hope the
amendment will not be agreed to. Particu-
larly do I object to it now I know how it
originated. We should thank the member
for Guildford for enlightening us on thisc
method of drafting legislation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have not given
you the lot yet.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think we are
relieving the Government of financial
responsibility and placing it upon the
shoulders of the road boards. The rate-
payers are contributing half the cost of
erecting their hospital, and have raised a
further substantial sumn for its equipment.
A hospital at Guowangerup, which was pfls
vided by voluntary workers, has also re-
ceived a pound for pound subsidy from the
Government to enable its founders to comr-
plete the building. The same thing appliee
to Tambellup. Therefore I do not rpear
the Bill as imposing additional burdens
upon country road boards.

Mr. Richardson: The 'Bill makes compul-
sony what the road boards have been doinz
voluntarily.

The Minister for Health: It makps
nothing compulsory.

Mr. THOMSON- Under the Road Dli"-
triets Act road boards may subsidise hos-
pitals tip to 10 per cent. of general revenue.
If hon. members think the clause relieves
the metropolitan area of its finan-'ial
responsibility in this respect, I anm pre-
pared to support an amendment that the
limitation of £500 shall not apply to Perth,
Fremantle or Kalgoorlie. It is not within
the province of a private member to intro-
dnce words imposing a levy or at burden. I
think Suheclause 8 should include the word
"maintenance" between "enlargement" and
"improvement."

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I uinderstand
that the Minister by interjection reflected
on the support given by the people of
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Narrogin to the Nar-rogin hospital. If my
impression is correct, the Minister does not,
know as much about the administration of
his department as I thought be *.Pd. The
Narrogin people cheerfully found half the
cost of an X-ray plant required at the local
hospital, and half the cost of the local in-
fections diseases hospital. They also main-
tain a comforts fund for hospital patients.
The majority of tile patients treated in the
Narrogin hospital come from outside the
boundaries of the town and the distrct,
and some even come fromt outside Obe
boundaries of the electorate. The hospital
is not adequate to the needs, but On-r is not
the fault of the Narrogin people.

The Minister for Health: It ii mainly
the fault of the Narrotin Ronal B,ard.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I will not be a
party to putting on country people new
and heavy taxation from which the people
of the metropolitan area have the opton
of exempting themselves. I should mention
that Narrogin has also a citizens' welfare
fund, and that the local picture show is
run for the benefit of charities. As re-
gards the Wiekepin hospital, the Wfiekepin
people have done their part.

The Minister for Health: Splendidly;
and do not forget that I assisted them pound
for pound. Further, they asked me for
what the Bill proposes.

Mr. E. B3. JOHNSTON: I do not think
any such request Itas been made at oil.

The Minister for Health: The Nanrogin
Municipal Council and three neighbouring
road boards asked me to secure for them the
right to contribute 50 per cent, of the cost
of building hospitals.

Mr. E. B. JOflNSTON: That right has
existed for years, and has been exercise-I
without any oppressive legislation of thkg
nature being necessary.

The MINISTERI FOR HEALTH: I must
contradict some of the remarks of the Iasi
speaker. The Fremantle Hospital Com-
mittee have raised more money than any
other hospital committee in Western Aus.
tralia, and they are in the metropolitan area.

Hon. Sir James "Mitchell: They raised it
by running a "White City."

The MTINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
did not raise most of the funds by that
means. I subsidised the Fremuantle Hospi-
tal Committee pond for pound up to £500.
Thus they secured £1,000, and a further
£500 was also raised. I was invited to

Narrogia by the Narrogin Municipal Coun-
cil, and there met represeatatives of that
council and also representatives of the Dar-
kan, Narrogin, Williams, and Cuballing
Road Boards. Only the representative of
the Narrogin Road Board objected to what
the Hill proposes. The other representatives
carried a resolution asking the Government
to do for Narrogin wvhat had been done for
Katanning and Collie. The time is not far
distant when every municipal council and
every road board will be contributing to-
wards the upkeep of hospitals. No man or
woman with a spark of humanity would,
as member of a municipal council or road
board, refuse to do something to provide
hospital accommodation for those who can-
not afford to pay for it. That is the duty
of every local governing body, under the
Health Act, the Road Districts Act, anrt
the Municipalities Act. Many of them arc,
performing that duty. All the clause pro-
poses is to vest in municipalities a power
which road boards now possess; and, beside,,
there is the limitation of £500. The Kal-
goorlie Municipal Council pay £500 yearly
towards the maintenance of the Kalgoorlie
Children's Hospital, and have done so for
16 years. When the Bill passed through
Committee here, Clause 7 received only
about five minutes' discussion, whereupon it
was carried. The substituted clause is ex-
actly the some in principle, except that it
limits the amount to £500 and directs that
the Government shill contribute half the.
cost. I have no objection to that direction;
indeed, I have already given a promise to
the same effect. Under the clause the Gor-
ermnent can absolve themselves from their
responsibility, but there have been many
cases in which the Government have found
more than half the money required. If I
were to adopt the attitude suggested by the
Leader of the Opposition. I would refuse
to make available a penny more than was
authorised in the Bill. Do bon. nmembers
think I would adopt that attitude? Have
I ever done sol

Hon. Sir James Mitchlell: You eati only
distribute the money thn House agrees to
give you.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: But
I have the say in the distribution of the
money. No money is distributed among-
the hospitals for which distrihution I dr,
not sign. Only on one oecasion have I
signed for payments with which I did not
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agree. That was when the Premier, with-
out my consent, mnade available £5,000 for-
the Children's Hospital. Had he left it to
me I would have got out of it for £1,000
and would have been thanked. I will not be
restricted to the 50 per cent., and if more
is required for the outer districts, I will
provide it.

Mr. LINDSAY: Government hospitals
east the State a great deal more than the
subsidised hospitals. The Leader of the
Opposition made a statement that we were
supporting tbe BiUl in order to relieve the
Goverunment from responsibility regarding-
assistance to hospitals. That is not my rea-
son for supporting it. My reason is that it
will help to relieve the burden upon mnan iv
public-spirited citizens who, for years past,
have always had their hands in their pockets
to find the money necessary to make up
deficienciest in connection with locail hos pi-
tals. T have been connected with a local
hospital for 16 years and know the position.
There is not only the deficiency in respect
of the building that has to be made up. but
also in respect of maintenance as well. I
think the whole system of assistance to hos-
pitals shbould be re-organised. The Bill will
not relieve the Government of their respon-
sibility regardinZ one pe-nny, hut it will
as-i4t those who have had to contribute
largely from their pnivate funds in the past.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is what you arc
doing, helping to relieve the Government ni
their responsibility.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not and I cannirt
discover any justification for that interje-
tion. There is nothing to indicate that the
Government will not have to subsidise hos-
pitals as in the past. The Bill, however,
will enable road hoards to assist in the lie-
pital work and will relieve those who hav-e
band to shoulder muach of the burden in the
past.

Mr. DAVY: I have listened with a certain
degree of patience to lengthy dissertations
respecting the principle embodied in tha, Bill.
It appears to me that the question at i 5-i
is merely whether we will accept the amend-
ment of the Conneil, and insert the clause
they suggest, or whether the clause in the
m3l! will be adhered to by this Committee.

The Minister for Health: That is the only
point.

Mr. DAVY: Personally, I agreed with the
opposition to the clause and the Council's
proposal seems to me an improvement on the

original clause, even though it may bar
originated as the member for Guildfori
suggested.

The Minister for Health:- It did not liar
that origin, either.

Mr. DAVY: I hope wve will accept th
Council's clause.

Mr. BROWN: The Leader of the Oppo
sition said that if the Bill were ared to
it would mean such a drain on the revani
of road boards that it would mean fresl
taxation to be borne by land owners, I
has to be remembered that the land has beer
revalued end there is the land tax as well
The road boards will be able to work or
the basis of the higher valuations and I d(
not think it will mean fresh taation.

Question put and passed; the Couneil!5
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2S.-fleletc this clause an
insert a new clause in lieu thereof as fol
lows :-"Any loan heretofore raised by thi
municipality of Collie, or the IKatanninj
Road Board, for any such object as afore,
said is hereby validated notwithstanding
that such municipality or board may Doi
have bad any legal authority to raise suck
loan, or that any of the relative provisioni
of its local government Act were not com-*
plied with."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : I
move-

That the amen dment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment aeveed to.

No. 3.-Clause 32: Delete the wot's
"establish public hospitals or" in line two,

The ?dIINISTER FOR HEALTH -: We
desired power to establish intermediate
hospitals. Such hospitals have been estab-
lished without authority. Last week-end
T mnet all the doctors of' Kalgoorlie and
Boulder and as a result of an agreeme nt
we hare established an intermediate hos-
pital there, the last centre in the State
where two or more doctors are praetisi:igc
in the one town.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What do you
mean by an intermediate hospital?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH -Except
in case of accident a patient is not a-
admitted to a public hospital if he canl
afford to pay for hospital accommodation.
The Bunhuary, Katanning and Gerald ton
htospitals, though Government hospitals,
arc intermediate hospitals.
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Air. E. B. Johnston: Are all Governmmnt
hospitals intermediate hospitals?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Where
there are two doctors practicingr in the
town, an intermediate hospital enables
them to follow their patients into the hos-
pital and collect fees fromn the patient, jnst
as if he were in a private hospital. I want
to encourage that.

Mr. Thomson: It is in the interests of
patients in the country.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Cer-
tainly it is.

Mr. Mann: Why is it?
Mr. Thomson: Yon ought to know.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Why

ask such a question ?
KY. Mann: Do you get any better treat-

ment there than in a private hospital?
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell : The only

difference is that the patient has to pay.
'Mr. Mann: There are private hospitals

in country towns.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: -In

somne, but not in all of them. If country
patients could not enter intermediate hos-
pitals, they might have to travel to PeAh
for treatment.

Mr. Thomson : And private hospitals
have not the same appliances.

The MTNTSTR FOR HEALTH:- That
is so. If I required hospital treatment I
should prefer the Perth 'Hospital to any
other hospital in the State.

Hon. G. Taylor: So chould I.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:- Simply

because of the facilities there. I mov--
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Connc~s
amendment arced to.

No. 4.-Clause 33, Snbclause (2):- Insert
after the word "woman," in line two, the
words "not living apart from her husband."

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
applies to hospital service rendered to a
married woman. I mov-

That the amnendment be agreed to.

Question put and pas9sed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5.-Cause 33: Delete Subelause
(3).

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. Thomson: We endeavoured to get
that amendment madfl here.

Mr. Mann: You accept it from another
place, but would not accept it from us.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
naturally desired to get all I could, but
because I have no possible hope of getting
all I want, I am not going to jeopardiser
the Bill.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendfment agreed to.

No. 6.-Clause 34: Delete.

No. 7.-Clause 38: Delete Subelause (2).
No. 8.-Title: Delete "and" in line three

and insert at the end the words "and for
the validation of certain acts of the Muni-
cipality of Collie and the Katanning Rtoad
Board."

On motions by the Minister for Health,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

Resoluitions, reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-LOAN, £4,940,000.

AZZ Stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first tine.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purpose of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier--
Boulder) [10.13] in moving the second
reading said : This is the usual Bill
that is introduced at this stage each session
for the purpose of obtaining authority to
raise the money to carry on the work
covered by the Loan Estimates. The Bill
itself does not authorise the spending of
any money; it merely anthorises the Gov-
ernment to raise the money by way of loan
if and when required. The money will he-
raised as opportunity offers aind after con-
sultation with our financial advisers. At
present we have a fairly considerable Over-
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draft at our bank in London, something in
the vicinity of £C700,000. But it is not an
uncommon thing to go up even to two
millions. If the market is not favourable,
a very large overdraft at the bank enables
us to carry on until the opportunity does
become favourable to go on the market. A
considerable amount of this money-it is
not easy to ascertain the amount-will be
money under the migration agreement,
probably nearly two millions, and therefore
it can be described as cheap money. I do
not think the Bill needs any further ex-
planation. I move--

That tire Bill be now read a second time.

HON. SIR JAMES MTCHELL (Nor-
tham) [10.17] : As the Premier says we
have already dealt, on the Loan Estimates,
with the items leading up to the introduc-
tion of this Bill. I draw the Premier's at-
tention to the fact that it is the largest
loan Bill this H-ouse has ever had before it.

The Premier: No more will be raised
than is necessary.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In 1923-
24 the amount was £3,645,000; in 1924-25
it was £4,000,000; in 1926-27 it wva,
£4,370,000, and this year it is £4,940,000.
I do not suppose it is more thau is neces-
sary. The Premier told us that a couple of
millions will probably be cheap money. If the
various works coming under the migration
scheme are carried out, a great deal of this
money will be under the agreement and
will be charged for at I per cent. I hope
the Premier will not eliarge more than I
per cent. to the works. We have raised
a good deal of money for group settlement
-92,200,000 up to the nd of last year-
and that money has been obtained at I per
cent. and charged to gr-oup settlemnts at
current rates. That is all i-ight; but the
difference should not go to revenue: it
should go to a trust account as was dour.
in the case of soldier settlement. I hope
the Premier -will not credit to revenue more
than the State pays for the manor. If lons
are raised at 1 per cent.. the money is
charged to the work on which the money is
spent, at 5 per cent. The difference is not
revenue at all. It is merely transferring
money from loan to revenue, which P- en-
tirely wrong. We get this mroney at 1 per
cent, so that we may cover losses under the
migration expenditure. T hope the Premier

will agree that this money will no.t mean
something to revenue which really is not
revenue at all. As a matter of fact, al-
ready we have had two and a quarter mil
lions under this scheme. I do not propose
to discuss the various items again. That
would be futile because the House has
agreed to the proposals already. Tho
money should be used for reproductive
works, but unfortunately there is riot very'
much provided for railway construction.
New r-ailways are urgently needed. Wt-
have discussed that muatter at considerable
length already, but the Premier should have
cut out other works so that more railways
might be built. Now, under the Federal
Aid Roads Agreement, we have to raise
a considerable sum so as to provide our
share of the expenditure.

The Premier: That is a big item.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There i.-

the item, "Canning-Fremantle road." I
notice here instead of its being £120,000
it is £80,000. I bad the opportunity of
seeing that road this morning. It is about
81/ miles long and for the most part runs
through vacant land. There are plenty' it
sign-boards along the roadside indicating
"Land for Sale." The point is that we
cannot afford to spend this enormous sum
on a few miles of road which really does
not serve very many people. As a matter
of fact people along that road have already
been served.

The Premier: There is a lot of through
traffic to Fremantle, apart fromn the people
who live along the route. All the country
traffic from the Williams going- to Fre
mantle will use that road instead of com-
ing through the city.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, that
traffice will go via Armadale direct to Fre-
mantle.

The Premier: It is not a good road.
H1on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes; it

is a better and shorter road.
Hon. J. Cunningham: Most of the traffic

from York and Northam will goa to Fre-
mantle via the Canning-road.

Mr. Thomson: The Canning River bridge
will not carry too much traffic.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tt is
good jarrab bridge and should last for some
time. The expenditure is very heavy and
it looks as if the total cost is going to be
£136,000. That is on enormous sum of
money to spend on S1/2 miles of road.
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Mr. A. Wansbrough: There will not be
required as much for maintenance as has
been spent on it during the last live or
ten years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do 'lot
think it was ever maintained.

Mr. EI. B. Johnston: Mr. T. Af Burke
should have paid half the cost of con-
structing that road.

The Premier: The local authorities witl
not get much rates because it is mostly un-
occupied land.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
pretty valuable lurid, but the point is that
we cannot afford to spend such an entormnous
sum of money on a few miles of road. Al-
ready we are paying too much from rev-
enue to cover interest onl our loan moneys.
When this money is expended we shiall still
be paying more than in the p)ast. Our'
finances will not stand the strain. We shiall
find ourselves in serious trouble. It is no
small amount-nearly five millions of nioney
-that is to be found under the Bill. I am
ready to admit that in respect of the trad-
ing concerns an amount of F481,000 has been
lost in the last seven years.

The Premier: That is gone.
Hon. Sir JAMES MNITCHELA,: We

shall have to continue to pay interest onl
that money. The amount for roads,
bridges and buildings this year is consid-
erable, but that cannot be avoided under the
Federal Aid Roads agreement. The
amount for the construction of the Canning
Road is very big, and though[ wye tried to
reduce it the other night, we failed. The
other items are much the saime ats the totals
on the Loan Estimates, The amount in
connection with the groups is increased by
S350,000. We cannot go on spending so
much on each group block. T have no doubt
that wvhen we meet again the Minister will
be able to tell us just how, the money has
been spent.

Hon, M. F. Troy: It is nearly time thre
expenditure was decreasing.m

Hon. Sir JAMES M.NITCHELL: There iN
one alarming feature that should be lookedt
into and that is the cost of administration
and the manner is which it hats increased.
In 1023-24 an amount of t26,000 was
spent. In the next year it increased to
£48,000; then in 1925-26 it became £ 82,000),
and last year it increased to £C139.000. and
that increase, too with 250 fewer settlers
than in 1924-25. It would appear that re-

venute has earned at least £100,000 by de-
biting more than the proper cost of admin-
istration to loan. Compare the cost of ad-
ministration of group settlements with the
cost of administration of the Agricultural
Batik, including the Industries Assistance
Board and soldier settlements which is
£-S2,000, and covers all that institution's
staff 1

The Minister for AgricltUre: I wish we
could put the system onl the same basis as
the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
amount to be charged ought not to be a
fraction of that for the Agricultural Bank.
It is certainly £100,000 more than it should
be. It ought to be looked into. The money
cannot possibly have been spent by the
board. It must be for something spread
over several departments. It is too late
this session to ask the Minister a question
about it, but I will certainly do so next
session. A jump fromt £26,000 to £139,000
when fewer men are on the groups is alto-
gther outside a reasonable charge. And

this is merely for the officials connected with
the scheme, the cost of supervision, not in-
eluding the group foremen. It is five times
the amount it was in 1924. If the cost of
all thme departments tiad gone uip to the same
extent, the Treasurer would he rained. If
the whole of the staff of the Agricultural
Batik can do their work for £82,000, surely
£:139,000 for the work of group settlement
is beyond all reason. Appalrently something
has been wrongly charged to group settle-
nient. I hope the differ-ence between the 1
per cent. interest and the amount charged
against the scheme at current rates will be
credited to a suspense account, as in the ease
of soldier settlement, whben the Treasurer
canl come down and say, "I had so much in
the account, so mnuch has ha~d to he paid out,
,and the balance is so munch." We have
already discussed every item that appears
here, but I have felt it necessary to raise
these points once more. I am very sorry
that so litle of the sum here is to be devoted
to the real work of the country. I would
oppose some of the items if I could do it
successfully. I hope the Treasurer will ex-
ercise the strictest supervision during the
coining year and spend as little of this money
as possible, doing only the actual necessary
work. Without this mi g-ration money of
course hie could not come to the House with
such loan proposals. He would not be justi-
fied in asking the taxpayer to face an addi-
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tional annual expenditure of £250,000 for
this loan of four millions. But at this cheap
rate the annual cost will be about £126,000,
a very different sum. If it were Dot for
that, we could not possibly contemplate the
expenditure of all this money.

RON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
110.331 : The Bill merely provides for items
we have already discussed. But one of Ithese
items covers the huge expenditure of £80,000
on the Canning road. Something like £15,000
was taken from last year's Loan Estimates,
and £,8,000 under Section 36 of the Audit
Act. Then this session we have voted an-
other C21,00J0. Yet the road is only 8y2 miles
in length. It passes through a very large
estale and as one drives along he sees many
latrge hoardings intimating that the land is
for sale. Thisi road will inake that land very
valuable.

Mr. Sleeman: It will carry a large pro-
portion of the traffic to Fremantle.

lion. G. TAYLOR: That traffic is all on
this Aide of the river.

Mr. Sleeman: And it has become neces-
sary to relieve the congestion on this side.

lon. G,. TAYLOR: But wve cannot Dave
the road wvith golden sovereigns for a dis-
tance of 81/ miles. I do not know wvhat there
is about Fremantle that we should be voting
these large sums of money. Fancy £1l21,0900
for 81/ miles of road! It is time some noise
was made about it. Quite recently' I asked
Pertain questions. about it and was. led Astray
by the answers. The House itself was (1e-
eived by those answers. It is not a Federal
aid react at All: it is being constructed out of
ordinary State loan money. Something like
£30,000 has already been spent, whereas we
were told that a large proportion of the
total of £121,000 bad been spent.

Hon. 3. Cunningham: Well, approxi-
miately N40.00 is a fairly lare amount.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: Not out of £121,000.
We were told that most of it had been spent.

The Premier: That was six wveeks ago.
You-r question asked for the amount spent to
the 310t October.

Hon. G-. TAYLOR: That -was after four
months of this year bad passed. When we
were discussinr the itcrn an the Loan Esti-
mater Insf week it was conveyed to the Corn-
niftioc that the greater part of the money had
been spent.

The P,-Pmier: A hiz Portion of it.

Hlon. U1. TAYLOR: It is difficult to jus-
tify ucih a huge expenditure on so short a
road passing through private property and
servng so few people.

The Premier: All roads pass along pri-
vate property.

Hon. (+. TAYLOR: But not the same, not
property held for speculative purposes.

The Premier: What bes the speculative
purposes to do with it?

Hon. 0-. TAYLOR: The Government
should pause before spending so much money
on so short a road.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier and
Treasurer in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6-agreed to.

First Schedule:

Hon, Sir JAMES METCHELL: i agree
that Herdsman's Lake ought to be sold. The
drainage of that area was esimated to cost
£25,000, whereas it cost £100,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Peel
Estate drainage eventually cost £531,000.

Hon. Sir JAJWES MITCHELL: It is time
the Herdsman's Lake area was sold. For the
past three years it has been all ready for
sale.

The Premier: You know that the experts
considered it was necessary to wait till the
salt disappeared. Twelve mnonths ago there
was absolute fear on the part of the experts
that it wvould never be of any use, because it
contained so much salt.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIUTCHELL: The same
fear was held regarding Wanneroo at one
time, but the salt has since disappeared. If
you analyse any land in this country you will
find the same thing. The sooner the land
is sold the better. I do not know what it will
bring, but I think some of it is bringing over
£100 an acre. It ought to bring in nearly
enough to pay the cost of the land plus the
drainage. We are losing £500 a month, but
we ought not to lose one day's interest. The
drainage works advantage a large Area.

The Premier: The first estimate was About
£3,0,000.

Hnn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
land brings anything like the price the Os-
borne PaIrk lands; bronzht. it will cover the
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cost that has been incurred. Delay is costly,
because wye are losing £C6,000 a year by hold-
ing the land. In three years this has meant
£18s,000.

The Premier: It was hung up because of
the advice of the officers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The re,
cords of the department show that the Stirl-
lug Estate was too salt to be used, and that
the Wanneroc land, magnificent as it is, was
also too salt, and the price was reduced ac-
cordingly.

The Minister for Lands: It is good lead
when it is highly mineralised.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I believe
there are 150 acres of swamp land which
have not been settled around the locality we
are speaking of. Rich swamp land ner
'Perth is worth a lot of moneyv. I think at
Osborne Park people are paying £E10 per
acre per annum for some of their land. We
paid £1 00 an acre for it for closer settlement.
This Herdsman's Like land should not fetch
less than the other land is fetehinw. If we go
on losing money it will add to the cost of the
estate. T admit that the land was bought in
my time, and that it east more than we im-
agined it would cost.

The Premier: Tt was a case of where the
engineers went astray in their estimates.

I-on. G. Taylor: And the engineers go
scot free.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T am wil-
limr to take the full responsibility.

Hon. G. Taylor: The engineers should
take that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Govern-
ments have to take the full responsibility' for
everything done during their administration.

The Premier: If you get an estimate and
decide to do the work, and it pans out at
three times the amount, how can the Gov-
ernment be blamed9

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Works
have cost more than the eng-ineers thought
they would cost. When professional men
give an estimate it eught to be somewhere
near the mark.

The Premier: It ought to be reasonably
near.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Some-
times Ministers alter their plans and that
makes the costs higher. If £C50,000 has been
spent up to date on this road. I should think
the Mat bulk of the expenditure has been

incurred. It way cost another £25,000 to
complete it. The rough work has been done
over 81/ miles.

The Premier: It i6 at a stage when it
ought to be completed. All the foundations
have been made to tha full length, and some
top has to be put upon them.

Hon. Sir JAIMES MITCHELL: The road
must be completed now. I hope the Minister
for Lands will have the Herdsman's Lake
country sold promptly. This daily loss of
interest is a serious matter. Some people
say the country is becoming overrun with
couch.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
visited Herdsmn's Lake. I understand that
the settlement was held up for some years
P~ending the determination of the question
as to salt in the soil. Even now there is
magnesia there, hut I do not think that is
very objectionable. What is holding up the
settlement is the question of the foreshore
along the lake. Settlers must be able to buy
land on which to erect their homes. I can-
not understand why the foreshore was not
purchased when the lake was acquired.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A good deal of
it was purchased.

The Premier: The settlers must have dry
land for their houses.

Ron. Sir James Mlitchell: There is a lot
of dry land there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not so. I made a personal inspection of the
country and spoke to people in the neigh-
hourhood. The only land available for settle-
ment is a block at the south-west corner at
the other end of the lake. People who
settled there would have to go some distance
to reach the lake, and some further distance
to get to their plots. Market gardeners
.should be near their work, because they are
assisted to a great extent by their families.
The settlement cannot be either effective or
economical unless the foreshore is purchased.

Hon. G. Taylor: Will that he a further
expense?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Honorary Minister (Hon. H. Millington),
the Surveyor General, and one of the resi-
dents visited the locality with me. I cannot
see how the lake can hbe effectively settled
unless portion of the foreShore is Purchased
so that people may have a dry place on
which to erect their homes. We have asked
the owners to Put a price upon their land,
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and the question is now being considered by
the Land Boara.

Hon. G. Taylor: How much land will hare
to he purchased?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know. Some of it has been turned aown by
the board. We must buy sufficient to give the
settlers their homes contiguous to their
work. I hope it may be po~ssible to resume
some of the foreshore. I ami afraid the
Leader of the Opposition will never agree
that anything else is required to be done,
but I am sure tlint any reasonable man who
visited the place would agree with the View
I have expressed. With re~pord to the Peel
estate, the third estimate, which was the
highest, was £75,000. One estimate was
£10,000. I refer to the drainage. The cost
to date has been £521,000, and the ininteii-
ance is costing £25,000 tier annum.
The Opposition Leader said something about
120 acres of swamp land being unutilised.
That land cannot be utilised because it is
not drained, and the completion of the Peel
Estate drainage is estimated to cost an-
other £100,000. A numbher of settlers may
have to be moved unless that additional
drainage is carried out. I ant discussing the
matter with the board this week. The west-
era end of the Peel Estate is the worst off
of all1.

Hon. G- Taylor: What is the total co4t
of drainage of the Peel Estate up to date?1

The MIlNISTER? FOR LANDS: £520,000.
Of the western g-roup a good many blocks
will have to be abandoned. Then there is
the drainage of the salt lake, estimated to
cost £140,'000. -Ministers are somethuem
afraid to embark on a work as, in spite of
having estimiates, they (10 not know what the
cost will he. The Peel Estate position will
have to he considered by Cabinet. Rumiours,
of course, are usually great exaggerations.
I have beard it said that the Government are
removing settlers against their will. For that
statement there is no foundation. If the
additional drainage is not carried out, the
Bateman Estate may have to be abandoned
entirely. The information regarding Herds-
mian's Lake will be obtained as speedily as
possible.

Hlon. Sir JAMES -MITCHTELL: One hun-
dred and fifty acres of high land were
bought along the western side of the lake.
The State will not have to find homesteads
for the purchasers of that land, because
there are small homes all around the lake.

The Min ister for Lands; But those people
want to sell.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: At Os-
borne Park the people do not live on the
edge of the lake, but at some distance from
it. The Batemnan Estate was used for 50
years without any drainage at all.

The Minister for Lands: Only part of it.
Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Four or

five years ago a g-reat deal of produce was
coming from the Peel Estate, and a good
deal may he coming this year.

The Minister for Lands: The position this
year is not very encouraging.

Hion.' Sir JAMIES M1ITCHELL: A great
deal can be produced from the swamps on
the estate. If land has to he bought, the
Government should act promptly. I be-
lieve the people in the vicinity will buy the
swvamp land, for they need it. I would put
a price on it and let the people take their
chance on it. The lands around the swamp
can be used, since they are surrounded by
high land. Ever~y crop lost to the estate
of course means an additional charge on
the estate.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T[he statements ot
the Minister for Lands concerning the
Herdsman's Lake and Peel Estate proper-
tins arte indeed disappointing; and in view
of the results disclosed by the Minister, the
Chamber wvill henceforth be careful in ac-
cepting estimiates; of cost. Before we can
utilise land which has cost £500,000, we
must spend the sanie amount in draining
another area.

M2r. Lindsay: And X925,000 annually to
keep the drai ns open.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR! It is time our en-
gineer ' learned to keep within their esti-
mates. When it comes to a matter of
£25,060O or £C75,000 and we find it works
out to E125,000 or £ 175,000, the napitalisa-
dion is so tremendous that it is impossible
to make a success. of the work. Some remedy
should be adopted to keep the estimates of
engineers within bounds. Tt is a scandaIlous
position.

Schedule put and passed.

Second and Third Schiedules-agreed to.

Preamble, Title-goreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third timep and transmnitted to the
Council.

House adjourned et 11.14 p.mn.


